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Bone trauma analysis is an important discipline in forensic anthropology and pathology, yet many 
professionals are still hesitant to adequately address skeletal trauma in a medico-legal setting.  This five-
day Trauma Analysis in Medicolegal Investigations short course is designed to present and to familiarise 
students and professionals with the current analytical methods in the analysis and interpretation of 
bone trauma. Focus will be on the differentiation of healed, fresh and pseudo-trauma; recognition and 
preliminary interpretation of bone trauma at autopsy; and biomechanical interpretations of bone trauma 
in the laboratory.

During the course, extensive hands-on opportunities with demonstration, cast, and case-study specimens 
will be provided. 
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Learning outcomes

The following themes will be addressed:
• Five categories of bone trauma: blunt, ballistic, sharp, burned 

and healed.
• Biomechanical interpretations of bone trauma.
• Recognition of child abuse.
• Blunt and ballistic injuries on burned/fragmented remains.
• Dismemberments and basics of saw mark analysis.

Who should enrol?

This course is ideal for you if you are a postgraduate student, medical 
practitioner and law enforcement agent/officer.

Course fees

R3 280.00 per delegate (VAT incl.)
Course fees must be paid in full 14 days prior to workshop start 
dates. 

Course fees must be paid in full 14 days prior to course start 
dates. Proof of payment can be submitted to 
enrolments@enterprises.up.ac.za.

Admission requirements

Prospective delegates should at least have relevant work experience/
prior knowledge or relevant qualification.

Accreditation and certification

Enterprises University of Pretoria (Pty) Ltd is wholly owned by the 
University of Pretoria. As a public higher education institution, 
the University of Pretoria functions in accordance to the Higher 
Education Act 101 of 1997. Enterprises University of Pretoria offers 
short courses on behalf of the University and these short courses are 
not credit-bearing, and do not lead to formal qualifications on the 
National Qualifications Framework (NQF) – unless stated otherwise. 
Delegates who successfully complete a short course and comply 
with the related assessment criteria (where applicable) are awarded 
certificates of successful completion and/or attendance by the 
University of Pretoria.

Registration and enquiries

Course coordinator
Nishana Naran
Tel:  +27 (0)12 434 2612
Email:  nishana.naran@enterprises.up.ac.za

Presented by

Prof Steven Symes, PhD, D-ABFA 
Prof Symes is the world expert in the 
analysis and interpretation of bone trauma 
for medico-legal investigations. He is also 
the leading authority on saw and knife mark 
analysis. He is a sought-after consultant in 
criminal cases with a particular specialty in 
criminal dismemberment and mutilation 
and has provided cut mark analyses in 
nearly 200 dismemberment and 400 knife 
wound cases. He has previously lectured, 

consulted or testified on bone trauma cases, among them high-
profile human rights cases, in the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
Peru, El Salvador, Indonesia, Kosovo, Europe and South Africa. In 
addition, he has authored more than 50 publications and delivered 
over 150 papers, lectures and workshops on a variety of forensic 
anthropology topics, and is a co-editor of three books. The majority 
of his work has been tested on individual cases, disseminated in the 
classroom, presented at professional conferences, and reproduced 
in the courtroom. He is one of less than 120 American board certified 
Forensic Anthropologists (D-ABFA) in the United States. 

Prof Ericka N L’ Abbé, PhD, D-ABFA
Professor L’ Abbé holds three academic 
degrees in physical anthropology and 
is board certified as a diplomat with the 
American Board of Forensic Anthropology 
(D-ABFA). She is also the Director of the 
Forensic Anthropology Research Centre 
(FARC) in the Department of Anatomy, 
University of Pretoria. The centre research 
focus is on the estimation of ancestry, sex, 
juvenile age and bone trauma. She has 

worked with Professor Symes for nearly a decade; together, they 
have published several book chapters, manuscripts and conference 
proceedings on bone trauma. She has also published more than 30 
papers on other physical anthropology topics and has presented 
at numerous conferences, both nationally and internationally. In 
the last twelve years, she has written approximately 290 technical 
reports for unknown skeletal remains for forensic pathologists and 
the South African Police Service (SAPS), many of which involved the 
analysis of bone trauma.
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